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1  *  * 

For  the  WAh  Cl»Ii.E6  01.  ICE 

Judge  Advocate  Generel's  Department  -  War  Depertnent. 
United  States  of  America. 


In  the  matter  of  the  transports-  Perpetuation  of  Testimony 
tlon  under  improper  conditions  of  Corporal  S.L.Baker, 

of  1300  prisoners  of  war  from  ASN  278913 • 

Wake  Island  to  Woosung,  China, 
in  January,  1942. 


Tal'en  at:  Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma 

Date*  29  December.  19*5 • 

In  the  Presence  of 5  William  E.  Stewart,  Jr.,  Special 

Agent,  Security  IntelligenceCorps, 
Eighth  Service  Commend. 


Questions  by:  William  E.  Stewart,  Jr.,  Special 

Agent,  Security  Intelligence  Corps 
Eighth  Service  Commend. 


Q.  Pleese  state  your  full  name,  age,  end  permanent  home  edcress, 

A.  S.L.  Bekcr,  21  years  of  age,  225  N.W.  5th  Street,  Oklahoma 
City,  Oklahoma. 

Q •  Are  you  a  veteran  of  World  War  11? 


A .  Yes. 

Q.  Please  state  your  trench  of  service,  rank,  serial  number 
end  length  of  service. 

A-.*  Corporal,  Five  inch  Artillery,  L.  Battery,  First  Defense 
Battalion,  Wake  Island,  U.S,  Lr.rine  Corps,  and  ny  serial 
number  is  278913.  I  entered  service  on  3  December,  1939» 
end  I  am  presently  on  furlough,  which  ends  14  January,  194b, 
end  I  cm  to  be  discharged  upon  reporting  for  duty. 


Q.  Are  you  married? 

A.  No. 

Q.  What  wes  the  extent  of  your  civilian  education. 
A.  I  completed  the  tenth  grade. 

Q,  What  wes  your  civilian  occupation? 
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A.  I  wfs  e  spies  solicitor  end  did  construction  work. 

Q.  Arc  you  presently  employed? 

A.  Yes,  ft  Westing house  Electric  Supply  Compeny  as  a  receiving 
clerk. 

Q.  During  your  period  of  service  were  you  a  prisoner  of  war? 

A.  Yes,  I  was  a  prisoner  of  the  Japanese  for  three  years  pnd 

eight  months,  from  23  Decenter,  1941,  until  liberated  about 
1  September,  1945* 


Q.  In  what  camps  were  you  held  a  prisoner  of  wer  by  the 
Japanese? 

A.  I  was  captured  on  23  December,  19*1 ,  on  Wake  Islend  and 
wes  held  there  until  about  10  January,  1942,  when  I  was 
taken  by  ship,  the  Nittc  Meru,  to  Woosung,  Chine,  on  25 
January,  1942,  and  was  held  there  in  a  prisoner  of  war  camp 
until  about  December  of  1942,  when  we  wore  marched  a 
distance  of  about  fifteen  miles  to  Kiangwrn,  China,  end  I 
was_held  there  until  i.ugust,  1943*  I  we3  then  teken  by 
TsohfFfship  Co~Btumo*-i  Sub-camp,  Osaka,  Japan,  and  wes  held  there 

until  May,  1945*  when  wo  were  moved  to  Nouetsu-,  believedMonsi/ 
to  be  a  sut-ccmp  of  the  Tokyo  district  end  which  some  of 
my  fellow  prisoners  called  Omori  Cc.r.ip,  end  I  was  held  there 
until  liberated  on  1  September,  1945* 

Q.  During  the  period  of  your  imprisonment  did  you  witness  any 
atrocities  committed  against  American  prisoners  of  war  by 
the  Japanese? 

A.  Yes.  About  6  Jpnucry,  1942,  the  Japanese  loaded  approximate 
ly  1300  prisoners  of  war  aboard  the  Nitta  Vuru  at  Wake 
Island.  There  were  ppproxlnereiy  three  hundred  (300) 
service  men  and  about  ene  thousand  (l.COO)  civilian  in  this 
gioup.  As  we  bOPTjed  the  ..hip  each  prisoner  was  forced  to 
run  a  geurllet  in  »»;.*/■  h  he  vra.»  boater:  and  kiceced  by  the 
ship's  crew.  The  prisoner'-  v.a^c  placed  in  three  separate 
holds,  which  were  spaced  one  above  the  other,  end  I  wes 
placed  in  the  first  hold  nearest  the  deck.  To  my  knowledge 
no  one  wes  killed  during  the  period  we  boerded  this  ship 
end  were  put  in  the  hold,  but  there  were  e  few  who  were  very 
weakened  es  a  result  of  running  the  gauntlet  when  boerding 
the  ship.  The  held  wes  very  crowded  end  there  was  not 
sufficient  room  fo^  each  man  t.n  stretch  out  without  partly 
lying  on  top  of  another  prisoner ,  We  remained  in  these 
holds  for  the  entire  trip  which  lasted  approximately 
seventeen  (17)  cays.  Ten  (10)  prisoners  were  allowed  on 
deck  when  this  ship  reached  Yokohrne  and  I  was  told  that 
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r their  picture  v»es  taken  for  propaganda  purposes  et  this  tine. 
There  were  no  latrines  for  the  prisoners  and  the  only  means 
of  relieving  ourselves  was  by  using  a  bucket  lowered  from 
the  deck.  The  hold  wrs  dirty  end  we  were  not  furnished 
anything  with  which  to  clem  it.  A  number  of  the  prisoners 
were  ill  rnd  suffering  from  dysentery  and  dierrhoee  and 
beccuse  of  their  condition  end  the  lack  of  latrine  facilities 
such  os  described  ebove,  this  ceused  very  unsanitary  condi¬ 
tions  in  the  hold  •  The  buckets  which  the  prisoners  used 
in  place  of  lctrines  were  not  eropt'.ed  promptly  end  es  the 
need  colled  for  it*  and  this  fur u nor  a.<?grovai’ed  the  situation* 
es  did  the  careless  manner  in  thi*  irese  b';o*et3  were  hculed 
to  the  top  deck  for  emptying,  et  which  tfme  pert  of  the 
contents  of  the  bucket  would  be  spilled  in  the  hold.  We 
lost  trrek  of  night  and  day  during  this  trip  and  it  seemed 
that  our  food  ceme  at  irregular  intervals,  though  I  believe 
we  were  fed  two  or  three  times  por  day.  The  only  water  we 
received  was  one  (1)  small  teacup  of  we ter  per  meal  and 
occasionally  we  would  receive  one  cup  between  meals.  Until 
we  reached  Japan  the  hold  was  stifling  and  hot  and  all  of 
us  were  thirsty  constantly.  Each  meal  was  the  same  and 
consisted  of  barley  gruel  and  water  -  about  a  three  (3) 
ounce  portion.  There  were  two  exceptions  to  this  diet  - 
on  one  occasion  we  received  in  addition  to  the  gruel,  a 
smell  piece  of  smoked  fish  and  on  the  second  occasion  we 
received  a  small  portion  of  canned  salmon,  of  which  a  greet 
deal  was  contaminated.  The  portion  of  this  salmon  which  I 
ate  was  evidently  contaminated  because  immediately  after 
eating  it  I  became  violently  ill  and  during  all  the  mcrch 
from  the  dock  to  the  camp  at  Woosung,  some  of  my  fellow 
prisoners  had  to  carry  me  at  intervals  as  I  would  become  blind 
end  become  unconscious  at  times.  To  my  knowledge  there  were 
no  deaths  aboard  the  ship  during  this  trip,  but  there  were 
innumerable  beatings  administered  to  the  prisoners  by  the 
ship's  crew.  There  were  Japenese  sailors  and  Japanese  marines 
aboard  this  ship  and  from  observation  it  would  seem  that  the 
Japanese  marines  were  detailed  to  hendle  the  prisoners  ebcard 
6hlp.  On  numerous  occasions  the  prisoners  were  searched  and 
all  their  possessions  such  as  pens,  Jewelry  and  watches  were 
taken  from  them  and  irrespective  of  whether  the  search  proved 
profitable  or  not,  the  prisoners  would  still  be  beaten  as  a 
lesson  to  all  of  us  not  to  hold  out  on  them.  I  do  not  know 
the  names  of  any  of  the  Japanese  aboard  this  ship. 

Q.  During  this  trip  were  you  bombed  or  torpedoed? 

A.  No. 
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Q.  Is  there  anything  further  you  wish  to  odd  to  this 
statement? 

A.  Yes.  When  wc  boarded  ship  we  were  rll  given  writton 
orders  in  which  it  wrs  strted  thrt  c  violation  of  the 
slightest  order  would  mean  punishment  by  death.  Some 
of  these  orders  included  not  to  touch  the  ship's  wiring 
.  or  fixtures,  not  to  talk  or  smoke,  or  not  to  move  about 

unnecessarily. 


Q.  Is  there  anything  further  you  wish  to  add  to  this 
statement? 


A.  No,  sir. 

(Signed)  S-  L.  taker,  Cpl., 

278913,  U.S.M.C. 

Certified  True  Copy. 

(Sgd)  Thomas  F,  Korncne 
L t .  C ol .,  A.I.F. 

State  of:  Oklahona  ) 

County  of:  Oklahoma  )  SS 

I,  S.L.  Pakcr,  of  lawful  age,  being  duly  sworn  on  oath,  state 
that  I  have  read  the  foregoing  transcription  of  my  interroga¬ 
tion  consisting  of  two  and  three-fourths  (2-3/4)  pages,  and 
all  answers  contained  thorcin  are  true  to  the  best  of  my 
knowledge  and  belief. 


( S1|?L^EAhfh  ,LCv.l^e278913 ,  USMC . 
Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  11th  day  of  Jenuary,1946 
My  commission  expires: 


( siencd )  it.  jLt. .on 

Lt.  Comer.  M.C.  U.S.N.R. 


CERTIFICATE 

I,  Willlcm  E.  Stewart,  Jr.,  Special  Agent,  Security 
Intelligence  Coieps,  Eighth  ServicG  Conner d,  certify  that  S.L 
Baker,  Cpl.,  278913,  U.S.M.C.,  personally  appeared  before  me 
on  29  December,  1945*  end  testified  concerning  war  crimes; 
and  that  the  foregoing  is  r.n  accurate  transcription  of  the 
answers  given  by  him  to  the  several  questions  set  forth. 

(Signed)  LIIAIAL.E^.fiaEWAM*.  Jr. 

William  L.  Stewart,  Jr. 
Place:  Special  Agent,  Security 

Date:  Intelligence  Corps, 

CERTIFIED  TRUE  COPY.  Eighth  Service  Command, 

(sgd)  Thomas  F.  Mornanc,  Lt.Col.,  AIF. 
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